that the Bindi is effective only when worn exactly in the
Brumadhya or the mid-eyebrow region. The black Bindi, in
particular, is supposed to be efficatious in warding away evil.
Now, friends, there's time for just one more question. After that,
I'm afraid I have to stop.
Q - A young smartly dressed man stood up. "Swami", he begin
hesitantly, " I have always wanted to ask this question of a
knowledgeable person, but have not had the courage to do so, as
the topic is a somewhat sensitive one. However, since you have
just mentioned the Ajna chakra and the Bindi, I have mustered
enough courage to ask. Is it not unfair for a widow to be forced
to stop wearing the Bindi, to have to abstain from wearing flowers
or bangles?
S - Yes, I personally think it most unfair - and for three reasons.
Firstly, it is the birth-right of every woman to wear a bindi, flowers,
bangles and other feminine accessories. She wears these from
childhood itself and not after her marriage alone. So, why should
she remove them if her husband dies?
Secondly, does her husband cease to be her husband after he
dies? Is he not in her heart still? Does she cease to be his wife?
Suppose a man were to go abroad. Does the wife have to remove
her bindi etc? Smilarly, when he dies, it is only his physical body
that is absent. His Atma is immortal and he is ever present in the
thoughts of his loved ones. What kind of justice then insists on the
poor wife removing all her finery, and above all her bindi, the
lack of which will only remind her of her loss and taunt her most
cruelly.
Thirdly, the bindi-lsss and unadorned face of a woman will
proclaim to the world at large her defenceless condition and this
would be dangerous for her. The widow needs, more than other
women, to wear a bindi, particularly a black one, to ward off the
evil eye and the lascivious glances of men.
This is a highly controversial and delicate topic, however, and I
wouldn't be quite surprised if a few rotten tomatoes were to land
squarely on my face!
My dear children, it is getting very late. Shall we stop this question
and answer session now? I hope I'll have the chance of being
with you all again some time. Maybe, it will be so. Who knows?
It's all God's will. Meanwhile, may God bless you all, my dears
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